
An Unusual Presentation of Acute Appendicitis 

Complicated by Portal and Mesenteric Thrombophlebitis 

 
V Lai,

1
 HY Lau,

1
 WC Chan,

1
 CS Wong

2
 

 
1
Department of Radiology, Tuen Mun Hospital, and 

2
Department of Radiology, Princess 

Margaret Hospital, Hong Kong 

 

Abstract 
Portal and mesenteric thrombophlebitis is a well-documented but rare complication of acute appendicitis. 

The condition is caused by ascending infection and is potentially life threatening. Prompt diagnosis and 

treatment with surgery, antibiotics, and anticoagulants are mandatory. This report is of a patient with acute 

appendicitis complicated by portal and mesenteric thrombophlebitis. The unusual presentation caused a 

diagnostic challenge, which delayed treatment. 
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