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Manuscripts: Manuscripts must be unpublished works that are
not under consideration by another publication, and must be
written in English and typewritten on 1 side of A4 (297 x 210 mm)
paper with 30-mm margins. Double space al text, including refer-
ences and figure legends. The corresponding author is responsible
for ensuring that the article has been approved by al authors. Two
complete hard copies of each manuscript, including figures, legends,
tables, and references, should be sent together with the signed
covering letter, and preferably also adisk of all materid, to:
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Title Page: The title page should be separate and include the
initials and surnames of al authors, title of the manuscript, ab-
breviated title (not to exceed 45 characters), and the name and
address of the institution where the work was performed. The
correspondence address should include the full name, postal
address, telephone and fax numbers, and e-mail address, if any,
of the corresponding author.

Abstract: On a separate sheet, a concise abstract of no more
than 250 words should be accompanied by about 5 relevant
index terms from Index Medicus. Abbreviations and clinical or
laboratory jargon are to be avoided. Abstracts are also required
for review articles and case reports. Abstracts should be
structured for original articles.

Tables: Tables should be typed double-spaced on separate
pagesin as simple aform as possible. They should be numbered
and concisely titled. Abbreviations should be defined in footnotes.

Illustrations: The number of illustrations should be restricted to
the minimum necessary to support the textual material. Two com-
plete sets should be submitted as unmounted, unretouched glossy
prints, preferably 12.5 cm x 8.5 cm (3R). Computer printouts
will not be accepted. Theillustrations should be carefully marked
on the reverse with the figure number, top of the illustration, and
the principal author’s name, using a soft lead pencil or a stick-
on label. If illustrations are submitted on disk, they should be
in jpg format with aresolution of 350 dpi or higher and in files
separate from the manuscript file; 2 hard copies of theillustra-
tions should also be included. Reproduction of colour illustra-
tionswill be charged to the author.

Patient identification should be obscured; for patient photo-
graphs, patient’ swritten consent is needed. Transfer arrows should
be used to indicate subtle but salient points. Drawings, graphs,
and charts should be drawn with black ink on white paper
and should preferably be the work of a professional illustrator.
Arrows and other symbols must be of professional quality and of
a size permitting some reduction in the final copy.

L egends: Legends should be typed double-spaced on a separate
sheet and should indicate the anatomical area and pathological
condition shown. All symbols and abbreviations should be
defined in the legend.

References: References should be numbered consecutively
in order of appearance in the text. Abstracts should not be cited
unless the abstract is the only available reference to an important
concept. Each reference citation should be in superscript after
full-stops and commas. Do not include as references uncompl eted
work or work that has not yet been accepted for publication.
Abbreviations for periodicals should conform to those used
in Index Medicus and include the complete title and names and
initials of al authors. The data contained in the references should
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Please refer to the Uniform requirements for manuscripts submit-
ted to biomedical journals: writing and editing for biomedical
publication, available from <http://www.icmje.org>, for further
information on references and for general guidance on style.
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the corresponding author will be asked to submit the accepted
version on a 3.5" floppy disk or CD-ROM (Microsoft Word
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Editing: Accepted manuscripts will be copy edited according
to Journal style. Authors are responsible for all statements made
in their work, including changes made by the copy editor.

Proofs and Reprints: The corresponding author will receive
page proofs, which should be proofread and returned within
48 hours of receipt. Corrections are limited to publisher’s errors
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